Syllabus Art 353 Art of Podcasting 

                 The Ohio State University, Department of Art
Introduction to the concepts and techniques of producing, editing, publishing and critiquing personal and artistic video/audio content as related to the medium of Podcasting. 5 credits. Prerequisites: none

Course Description

In this class, students will develop and publish video podcasts on the web.  Students will be exposed to video theory, practice and critical analysis to assist with the construction of podcasts that are relevant and aesthetic. The class will teach programs and processes for adding unique rich media onto Blogs (Weblogs) in addition to helping students to develop a personal vision for their site. 

We are currently in a mass media revolution that is greater than the invention of the printing press.  Never before has a person of modest means had the capacity to create and distribute works that can reach a potential audience of millions globally. We are in the earliest stages in the creation of a new medium for artistic expression.  Early users and makers have the wonderful opportunity to shape this medium and help to establish new direction and differentiation from the commercialism of distributed video broadcast products.

This medium has made it possible for artworks to be created and distributed for an audience of a select few, or for millions.  Using RSS (Real Simple Syndication) feeds and small multimedia files, any content creator can be syndicated to news aggregators for easy, free storage and distribution. 

Objectives 
This class will focus on creating podcasts that are artistically and professionally produced as well as formatted to the popular distribution standards.  Students will:

· Develop a Blog to express an artistic vision

· Develop a personal approach to new narrative story-telling 

· Review the history of personal journaling and documentary.

· Gain an understanding of common video production rules

· Learn basic audio production and enhancement

· Develop a rubric for micro-video presentations and streaming media

· Gain a working knowledge of criticism and analysis regarding media-oriented artwork
Procedures  

Through hands-on demonstrations, lectures, Blog screenings, discussions, critiques, writing and artmaking, students will explore pertinent issues and topics revolving around podcasting as art. All lectures will describe techniques for creating podcasts on both Windows and Apple platforms, however, Apple products will be used for most examples.  Students will be provided links to free software that can be used in place of commercially used software in the examples.
Texts/Resources

Blogs:

danchannel.blogspot.com/

29fragiledays.blogspot.com/
dvblog.org/

scratchvideo.tv/

publicaddress.typepad.com/hello/art_/index.html

mod.blogs.com/art_mobs/

http://wdeo.blogspot.com/

Texts – on reserve in the Fine Arts Library:

Arnheim, Rudolf, Visual Thinking. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1969
Bernard, Sheila Curran.  Documentary Storytelling for Video and Filmmakers. Massachusetts:  Focal Press, 2004. 

McKee, Robert. Story: Substance, Structure, Style, and the Principles of Screenwriting. New York: ReganBooks, 1997.
Audio – available online http://www.thislife.org/
Glass, Ira. This American Life, National Public Radio broadcasts

Grading 
Will be broken down in the following manner:

40 %             Assignments 1 – 4 (10% each)

35 %             Final project, and completed podcast site
15 % 
        Quality, clarity and content of written work - includes artist statements and reviews
10 %             Quality of class participation in discussions and critiques
Each artistic assignment will be evaluated equally on these four criteria:

Concept - idea, intention and meaning

Creativity - originality of thought and expression

Composition - arrangement and organization of elements

Craftsmanship - skillful use of technique and attention to detail

The use of copyrighted music or video in this class is strictly prohibited and will result in an "e" for the project.

Late assignments will drop one letter grade for each class period.

Attendance Policy

You are expected to come to class on time, ready to work and with all necessary supplies and materials. Your final grade will be lowered by one full letter upon your second absence - and again for each additional absence. 3 late arrivals or early departures = 1 absence. Excused absences are: family emergencies, established religious holidays and illness with an official doctor's note indicating that you could not attend class on that particular day. You are responsible to find out what you missed and complete any missed work. Both midterms and the final will require MANDATORY attendance.  All students must attend these critiques.  Failure to attend will result in a failing grade for that assignment.

Required Supplies

· 10 to 20 CDs and/or DVDs to archive work 

· Any device that captures digital video and audio, such as a digital still camera with a video setting, a cell phone with video capture capabilities or a miniDV camera. If you do not already own one of these devices, an inexpensive video camera such as the “Vidster” ($50) would be a necessary purchase. 

Academic Misconduct 
 It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct.  The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations.  Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487).  For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp). 

Disability Services 
Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs.  The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/
Assignments 

Each student will be required to create a podcast site and make a minimum of the following 5 creative submissions to the site.


1.  Create a 1 to 3 minute creative podcast that is about you


2.  Create a 1 to 3 minute creative podcast of an interview with another person


3.  Create a 1 to 3 minute creative podcast with just photos and audio (no music)


4.  Create a 1 to 3 minute creative podcast using audio, but no words


Final. Create a 3 to 5 minute podcast that exemplifies your Blog artist/mission statement.

Writing assignments: there will be two artist statements and two required reviews of podcasts, using the Description, Interpretation, Evaluation, and Theory method of analysis. Each writing assignment is to be one to two pages in length.

Schedule:

Week 1—A Frame for Understanding and Creating

Critical analysis:  What is criticism?

· Description, Interpretation, Evaluation, Theory

Review of popular podcasts by number of views

· Why are these ranked high?

· What is the value?

· Are they relevant?

· What are the production standards?

Week 2—It’s the Story


Narrative techniques

· Prop’s functions

· From Samuel Pepys to hubris

· Self documentation (podcast examples)

· Three act structure put to rest

· Simply Quickly…editing for meaning and message


Narrative environment

· Character

· Sound

· Location


Camera tips


Basic copyright understanding


DUE: Written review of podcast #1

Week 3—Making it

· iMovie (and/or Final Cut)

· iWeb

· GarageBand

DUE: Assignment #1 Bio Project
Week 4—Post it


Blogster accounts


Blip.tv accounts (or an OSU web space for hosting)


Understanding RSS 


Aggregator accounts:  iTunes, FeedBurner, Yahoo…

DUE: Artist statement reflecting on project #1
Week 5—Enhance


Basic editing theory and best practices


Audio production techniques


Creating a soundtrack
DUE: Assignment #2 Interview
Week 6—Alternative Media


Photocasting:  storytelling with audio and photos


Getting good video from non video cameras


Compressing for best quality

DUE: Assignment #3 Photo/Audio piece

Week 7—Alternative Narrative


Moods and media


Video and sound manipulation

DUE: Assignment #4 Audio/Video without talking 


Week 8—Production and Analysis


In-class, critical analysis of submitted podcasts

Due: Podcast list and written review of podcast #2

Week 9—Progress review 

DUE: Final overall Blog artist mission statement
Week 10—Final Critique 
DUE: Assignment #5 Podcast of your choice
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